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And I pledge to lead a strong team effort of military
and civilians alike to get the military strategies and
options that we need.
___________________________________________________________________
military force in this time of
dramatic change. As we face
this challenge together, I see
my responsibility as
secretary of defense falling
into six areas.

First, to give the
highest priority to reviewing
and assessing war plans and
deployment orders. I pledge
to provide the required
support to our commanders
in chief as they direct our
forces in the field.

Second, to ensure the
readiness through the
oversight of the services as
they train and equip our
military forces. I join with
President Clinton in his
commitment to ensure that
our forces remain the best
equipped, the best trained
and best prepared fighting
force on the face of the
Earth.

Third, to be a
member of America’s
national security team. I owe
President Clinton my best
advice and counsel in
finding a strategy to
maneuver the difficult shoals
of the post-Cold War World.

Fourth, to prepare the
defense component of our
national security strategy.
This requires good, strong
relations with our military

leadership to get their best
ideas and advice. And I
pledge to lead a strong team
effort of military and
civilians alike to get the
military strategies and
options that we need.

Fifth, to make the
difficult resource allocation
and program decisions as I
prepare the annual defense
budgets for approval by the
president and by the
Congress. I will work with
the Congress and the
military to make these
decisions, but I will not shirk
from making the tough
choices we need to ensure
that America has the forces
ready to carry out our
military strategy.

And finally, to
manage our resources
efficiently particularly
during this difficult
drawdown period. I pledge
to institute innovative
management techniques to
foster acquisition reform and
to preserve the defense
industrial base that we will
need in the future.

To those who stand in
the ranks today and to those
who you represent, these are
the pledges I make today.
You have committed
yourselves to protecting our

nation. I commit myself to
protecting you.

I'd like to close by
describing a painting in the
stairwell next to the office of
the secretary of defense. It
depicts a soldier in church
praying with his family,
perhaps before a deployment
overseas. Below this picture
is an inscription from Isaiah
that says, “Whom shall I
send? Who will go for us?”
The men and women in
uniform have responded to
the nation's call with Isaiah's
words, “Here I am, send
me.” I owe them my best
possible effort. and they
shall have it.
Thank you very much.
_______________________
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